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wonder then that the bulk of the slaves hate mankind,
lose all interest in men and country, have no stimulus
to work, have no sense of responsibility and gradually
sink to the level of beasts and chattels."
The Maharaja asked his audience to follow him
as he related tragedies in the lives of slaves which
had been brought to his notice as a ruler. The first
of these concerned a family consisting of husband,
wife and children:
" Picture to yourselves a happy slave family comprising
of the husband, the wife, a six-year-old daughter, and
a baby boy of two years suckling at the mother's breast.
But their happiness is not to last; the master has sold
them. His avarice has blunted all the feelings of sym-
pathy in him. The mother with the child at her breast
goes one way, and the father with the daughter thrown
in as a make-weight goes the other, the two perhaps
never to meet again. Think of the parting scene, digest
it well in your mind, and draw what moral you can."
The second case he used as an illustration was a
mother who had had seven children, of whom most
had akeady been sold away from her :
" The mother, a slave, had given birth to seven children,
and her master, despite her protests and tearful prayers,
had already disposed of one daughter and four sons by
sale. The woman in her petition through the Niksari
Office, wrote that the bitter lament of the children at
thus being forced to separate from their mother sent a
pang through her heart more acute than any she had ever
suffered; that she summoned resignation to bear the
misfortune and drew consolation from what was left her ;
that she submitted to it as the work of that fatality, the